
  REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  

AUGUST 16, 2010 
6:30 P.M. 

 
BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN 
THE DUMAS POLICE DEPARTMENT MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 
7TH STREET OF SAID CITY: 
 
 Members Present:     Mayor Pat L. Sims 

Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 
       Commissioner Michael L. Funk 
       Commissioner Don Parsons 
       Commissioner Vernon McDowell 
       City Manager Vince DiPiazza 

City Attorney Tom Moore 
 
Others Present:  Kim Rehkopf, Dottie Williams, James Mahaffey, Mike Milligan, 

Judy Pendley, Isidro Renteria, Jose Escamilla, Paul J. Jenkins, Milton R. Pax, Jerry 
Galloway, Stephanie Purcell, Ray Purcell, Loke Marquez, Karla Smith, Tom Ferguson, 
Greg Tanner, Deck Shaver, Sam Cartwright, James Blankenburg, Larry Payne, Dale 
Alwan, Debbie Beilue, John Haltom, and Alexa Maples. 

    
 Mayor Sims called the meeting to order. 
 
 During attending citizens and their business Mayor Sims introduced and 
welcomed the new public works director, Deck Shaver. 
 
 Mayor Sims opened the Formal Session. 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Parsons, seconded by Commissioner 
McDowell, and passed unanimously to approve the August 2, 2010 Regular City 
Commission meeting minutes and paying the bills. 
 
 City Manager Vince DiPiazza presented a policy governing public use of the 
Lions Club buildings at McDade Park. Mr. DiPiazza said October of 2009 the 
Commission did not approve for the city to accept reservations and fees for Dumas Noon 
Lions Club on their buildings located at 16th Street and Durrett Avenue until all city 
codes were met.  Mr. DiPiazza said all of the electrical is installed. Lions Club President 
Tom Ferguson said rent on the three north booths on the north end would be $75 per day, 
per booth with a $500 deposit per entity.  If the same entity reserves all three booths they 
only have to pay one deposit. Mayor Sims said the agreement states a minimum of five 
days notice to make reservations. Mr. Ferguson stated that the city would take deposits 
and give the checks/money to Lions Club and checks are to be made payable to Dumas 
Noon Lions Club.  Mr. Ferguson said that Lions Club would inspect the booths after each 



rental before they return the deposit. Commissioner Bonner said the agreement needs to 
be rewritten. A motion was made by Commissioner Funk, seconded by Commissioner 
Parsons, and passed unanimously to approve a policy governing the public use of the 
Lions Club buildings at McDade Park located at 16th and Durrett Avenue for city 
administration to accept reservations and fees for Dumas Noon Lions Club at $75 per 
day, per booth with a $500 deposit per entity with additional changes that Dumas Noon 
Lions Club will be responsible for returning the deposit to the renter and inspecting the 
facility. 
 
 City Manager Vince DiPiazza said Lions Club would like exclusive use of 
McDade Park during Dogie Days.  Tom Ferguson told the Commission that he 
understood that Dumas Noon Lions Club had exclusive rights to McDade Park during 
Dogie Days.  Mr. Ferguson said a group played music in the park and some other people 
moved into the midway after the parade to sell tickets on a vehicle. Mr. DiPiazza said he 
told the group playing music that they could not rent a pavilion but could be in the park.  
Mr. DiPiazza said the east and west pavilions are rented out only to class reunions.  Mr. 
Ferguson asked that the city contact Lions Club before a pavilion is reserved by any class 
reunion.  Mr. Ferguson said he would like something in writing that states Lions Club has 
exclusive rights to the park every year the second week in June from Sunday to Sunday.  
Mr. DiPiazza said the city blocks the calendar two weeks before and two weeks after 
Dogie Days.  A motion was made by Commissioner Bonner, seconded by Commissioner 
Funk, and passed unanimously to allow exclusive use of McDade Park to Dumas Noon 
Lions Club during the Dogie Days event with the stipulation that Lions Club be contacted 
if anyone would like to rent the pavilions.  
  
 Police Chief Dale Alwan presented an ordinance to install stop signs at the new 
intermediate school area for northbound traffic on Texas Avenue with flashing lights over 
Highway 152. Chief Alwan said that TxDOT has conducted a traffic survey on 1st Street 
and Texas Avenue but they are not recommending that traffic lights be installed. Chief 
Alwan stated that TxDOT is reducing the speed limit on 1st Street to 25 mph. 
Commissioner Bonner said he is concerned that northbound traffic, making a left turn off 
of Texas Avenue could be backed up for a long time if there is heavy traffic on Highway 
152.  Commissioner Bonner said if that happens the parents will be asking for a traffic 
light and it would be safer if there was a traffic light. Commissioner McDowell suggested 
Texas Avenue be a one-way street that exits on 5th Street and Melinda Drive.  
Commissioner Funk said he contacted TxDOT and he was told the traffic study did not 
show the criteria for a traffic signal light and there were no accidents at this time in that 
area.  Commissioner Parsons asked if there would be a crossing guard City Manager 
Vince DiPiazza said at D.I.S.D.’s request the city would provide a crossing guard. The 
commission would like for the police department to heavily patrol the area in the morning 
and after school.  Mayor Sims asked if the commission did consider a one-way street on 
Texas Avenue, would there be a problem where traffic would exit.  Chief Alwan said 
there would be some congestion at 2nd and 5th Streets at Melinda Drive. Mayor Sims 
asked Chief Alwan to contact TxDOT about obtaining two traffic trailers or see if they 
could be rented from a vendor. A motion was made by Commissioner Parsons, seconded 
by Commissioner Funk, and passed unanimously to approve the Second and Final 



Reading of Ordinance No.1077, providing a stop sign for northbound traffic on Texas 
Avenue and 1st Street, and eastbound traffic on Texas Avenue at  E. 2nd Street and E. 5th 
Street intersections.  
 
 Police Chief Dale Alwan presented an ordinance to establish a 20 mph speed limit 
and designate school zones.  A motion was made by Commissioner Parsons, seconded by 
Commissioner Funk, and passed unanimously to approve the Second and Final Reading 
of Ordinance No.1078, to establish a 20 mph speed limit in school zones on certain 
designated streets in the vicinity of the new Dumas intermediate school from 7:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at the 100 block of Carson Avenue, 100-400 block of Texas Avenue, 100-600 
block of Melinda Drive, 1300-1500 block of E. 5th Street, 1300-1500 block of E. 2nd 
Street, 200 block of E. 2nd Street, and the 500 block of E. 5th Street.    
 
 Mayor Sims opened the Public Hearing concerning a zoning change from 
agriculture to retail.  Ray Purcell presented a proposed design to the Commission for a 
truck wash he would like to build south of Dumas.  Mr. Purcell said the property is  north 
of the new church  that has been built.  Commissioner Bonner asked what would happen 
if the water was not reclaimed.  Mr. Purcell says it goes to domestic water.  There were 
no further comments. Mayor Sims closed the Public Hearing. A motion was made by 
Commissioner Funk, seconded by Commissioner Parsons, and passed unanimously to 
approve the First Reading of Ordinance No. 1079, changing the zoning from “AG” 
“Agriculture,” to “H,” Retail on a 23.13 acre tract of land south of Dumas for Ray and 
Stephanie Purcell to build a truck wash.   
 
 Park Board Chairman Debbie Beilue asked the Commission to consider 
appointing Carol Wann to the park board.  A motion was made by Commissioner Funk, 
seconded by Commissioner Bonner, and passed unanimously to approve the appointment 
of Carol Wann to the park board. 
 
 Mayor Sims opened the Work Session.   
 
 Park Board Ex-Officio member, Commissioner Funk, told the commission that 
the Park Board would like to know when the Ding Dong Daddy statue would be 
delivered.  Mayor Sims said he has talked to the owner of the business, Mr. Keough, 
twice today and any city representative wanting to see the statue could come to his place 
of business.  Mayor Sims said that Mr. Keough had a fire and is moving to a new location 
at this time. Chamber of Commerce CEO Sam Cartwright suggested the commission 
consider renegotiating a price due to the length of time it has taken to deliver the statue. 
Commissioner Funk said he would like to go to Mr. Keough’s and see the statue. 
Commissioner McDowell said he would go also. Park Board Chairman Debbie Beilue 
said she would consider going. Park board member John Haltom said he would like to see 
something in writing from the statue business owner stating when the statue would be 
delivered, and if he doesn’t follow through, the city should contact an attorney.  City 
Attorney Tom Moore said the city could consider charging the business owner with a 
penalty or offer an ultimatum to expect the statue be delivered and installed by a specific 
date or return the money he received from the city. 



 
 City Manager Vince DiPiazza discussed the 2010/2011 budget. Mr. DiPiazza said 
we have discussed the sewer plant project and a rate increase.  Finance Director Dottie 
Williams presented wastewater treatment plant fees for cities in Texas comparable to 
Dumas' size.  The survey shows $22.46 is the average rate and Dumas is below the 
average.  Other options is to issue 20 year funds, which is 480,000 per year average and 
the interest would be paid for five years and payments would be made after the five 
years. Ms. Williams said the city would need to pay existing debts off first.  Mr. DiPiazza 
said one payment could be made or payments could be made. Other budget items 
discussed:  Potential reduction of police department vehicles and eliminate the battery 
back-up storm sirens.  The budget will be adopted September 20, 2010.   
 

Meeting adjourned.   
                                                                              
_______________________ 

        Pat L. Sims, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Vince DiPiazza, City Manager 
                                                                                    
                                                                                    

 
 

 


